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1. The Chief of the Bulgarian Air Foree is General Zakhari 4eharliev, a former 
Soviet officer and a Bulgarian immigrant to Russia. The officer cadre of the 
Aix Force has greatly changed and its personnel could now be considered 
entirely in favor of the regime; former pilots were let out and deserving 
Party menbers given pilot training to take their places. Beginning in 1951 
a certain number of old officers have been recalled as instructors and junicxy 
staff officers. At the present time there are on active duty approximately 
200 qualified pilots. The schocls are undergoing heavy pressure to turn out 
new qualified pilots. ; 


2. The Air Force currently has at its disposal the following aircraft: 


a. 150 fighters ~ mainly Yak=type Soviet planes and some German Messerschmidts. 
b. 80 bombers ~ Soviet Stormovik and some German Heinkels. 
e. 100 trainers ~ Both Bulgerian and Soviet types. 


3. The following lerge airfields have all facilities, including concrete TUNVWEYS 
warning service, and workshops: Bozhurishte and Vrazhdebna in the Sofia area, 
Plovdiv and Yembol. There are also large airfields in Varna, Gorna Oryakhovitsa 
and Telish, These airfields can accommodate 11 types of planes including 
large bombers. 


4. Throughout the country there are a number of smaller airfields, without all the 
facilities of those mentioned above: Maslovo (east of Sofia), Karlovo (presently 
undergoing enlargement to become a ajor airfield for fighters), Graf Ignatievo, 
Orizovo, Burgas, Sliven, Kazanluk (undergoing rajor enlargement and repairs), 
Ardino and Lurdzhali. There are also many emergeney airfields which have under= 
gone slicht improvements to make then tiore useful. During the summer of 1950 
a& program vas started for tle construction of new airfields in Nevrokep and 


Radomiz. 
aC IQENTIAL 
_____________ CLASSIFICATION Rees ce ee aac | 
Stare | x [NAW [xc[Nsra DISTRIBUTION | Decumnen Ne ~~ [tl ~~ nF apann- 
anuy jz jag By [fee | he Ghange Ti Clasy. TT 


[_] Deciassified 
Glass Chavged To: TS $(O) 


Auth HN 10-2 ‘e 
Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82190057.R0R8@ 087001 18x: =<. 


